THE SYNDICALIST CHALLENGE
no real influence. The war, in fact, dealt Revolutionary
Syndicalism a deadly blow by revealing, to the great surprise of
many, that the link of nationality was still stronger in the
consciousness of workers than that of class ; and although both
reformist and revolutionary syndicalisms have since the war
become linked up in various forms of international organization,
there is little evidence as yet that patriotism and national
defence have become an irrelevant issue to any save a small
extremist minority.
Revolutionary Syndicalism has failed, in a word, to capture
the Trade Union Movement: the Confederation Generale du
Travail^ under the leadership of Jouhaux, has remained re-
formist and democratic; the great schemes of 1920 for a
Conseil Economique du Travail proved entirely abortive,1 and
it cannot be said that French Labour is appreciably nearer real-
izing its repeatedly expressed programme of workers' control,
nationalization of main industries and public services, or a
universal eight-hour day. Nor are things made easier by the
break-up of working-class unity since the war, in its trade
unions as well as in its political organization : while the ques-
tion of war-credits and the rise of Communism split the
Parliamentary Socialist party, Revolutionary Syndicalism, under
the inspiration of Moscow, broke away from the Confederation
and formed its own Labour Federation in 1921, closely linked
with the Communist party, although containing anarchist
elements. This incapacity for making " le front unique ouvrier
contre la bourgeoisie " does not seem to indicate any likeli-
hood in the near future of effective. working-class action as
such, whatever success may be in store for the Parliamentary
Socialist party.
2.   THE  SYNDICALISM   OF  THE  CIVIL  SERVANTS
The schemes of social reconstruction by the substitution of
professional groups for the present political system abandoned,
or at least left in abeyance, by organized labour were, curiously
1 The enthusiasm of M. Leroy for these schemes now makes cunous
reading. See details in Moreau, op. tit., pp. 111-114.
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